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Smart Handling of Intra-Family Loans

Even though the housing market has cooled
off, home prices are still high in many areas
of the country. To help your son or daughter
buy a starter home, you might want to make
a loan. If you do, be careful. You may face
surprising and painful tax consequences if
you charge no interest or a below-market
rate.

Imputed interest

Say your son wants to buy a home. You loan
him $300,000, payable in 9 years, and you
don't charge him any intetest.

The IRS will impute interest on such loans
at an applicable federal rate (AFR). AFRs are
published every month at www.irs.gov.
Currently, the AFR on loans from 3 to 9 years

is about 5% (see table-below)."In the exampie—

above, therefore, the imputed interest would
be around $15,000 (5% of $300,000).

Tax treatment
In this scenario you would have to recognize
$15,000 in interest income each year. You

| would owe income tax on that $15,000 even

though you didn't collect it.

Moreover, the IRS would say that you had
made your son a $15,000 gift for each year of
the loan. You would have to file a gift tax
return. (You wouldn’t have to pay gift tax
unless you had used up your $1 million life-
time gift tax exclusion, but your estate tax
exemption would be reduced.)

At the same time, your son might be able

to take a $15,000 deduction for the imputed !

interest on a loan secured by his residence.
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Below-market loans

What if the loan called for a 2% interest rate,
which your son paid? This rate would be 3%
below the 5% AFR. In that case, the imputed
interest on the loan would be 3%, subject to
the tax consequences described above. In
addition, the 2% of actual interest would be
taxable to you and might be deductible for
your somn.

The $10,000 exception

There are ways to avoid imputed interest. If
the money you loan to a relative doesn’t
exceed $10,000, the IRS will not impute any
interest. To qualify for this exception, such
loans can’t be used for income-producing
investments. Thus, you might make a small
loan to help a child make a down payment.

The $100,000 exception

Loans up to $100,000 also won't generate
imputed interest if the borrower’s net invest-
ment income is no more than $1,000 in a
given year.

Suppose you lend your daughter $100,000
to help her buy a house. If her investment
income this year is $500, the IRS will not
impute any income for the interest. If her
net investment income next year is $1,100,
some or all of the interest will be imputed
income. The amount of imputed. income to
you the lender would be het net investment
income or the amount derived from the AFR
rate, whichever is lower. Say the AFR rate is
5%, which would be $5,000 on a $100,000

continued on page 2
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Safe-Harbor 401(k) Plans

The benefits of 401(k) plans are widely
known: these plans allow workers to
defer some current income and the tax
on that income. Earnings on the
untaxed income also escape. current
tax. The deferred tax is due when
money is withdrawn from the plan.

Build a safe harbor

The maximum 401(k) contribution in
2007 is $15,500, or $20,500 for work-
ers at least 50 years old. However, if a
company's lower-paid workers don't
defer enough income, highly com-
pensated employees might not be
able to reach those limits. 401(k)
plans are subject to two tests: the first
applies to pretax contributions and
the second applies to aftertax and
employer matching contributions.
These tests are intended to prevent
discrimination in favor of highly
compensated employees.

In some cases, higher-income work-
ers might be shut out altogether from a
401(k) contribution. If this issue might
be a concern at your company, consid-
er a safe-harbor 401(k) plan. With such
a plan, highly compensated employees
can maximize their contributions,
even if nondiscrimination tests can’t

be met. To shelter in a safe harbor,
employers must make certain mini-
mum contributions.

There are two ways to proceed:

The 4% solution. One tactic is for a
company to match each worker’s con-
tribution at 100% for the first 3% con-
tributed and 50% for the next 2%.
Assuming a worker contributes at least
5% of his compensation, the compa-
ny’s matching amount equals 4% of
the worker’s compensation. Say a work-
er who earns $40,000 per year con-
tributes $2,000 to her 401(k) account.
The company must match at least
$1,600 (4% of $40,000).

If the company meets that condi-
tion, all of its highly-paid employees
can maximize their 401(k) contribu-
tions. In addition, the company can
match up to $9,000 per year for each of
its highly-paid employees. The $9,000
maximum match is 4% of $225,000,
which is the most compensation that
can be considered in 2007 when figur-
ing a retirement plan contribution.

The 3% solution. The other tactic is
for the company to contribute 3%
of pay for each eligible worker, regard-
less of whether he or she makes a
401(k) contribution. Suppose another
employee also earns $40,000 per year
but doesn’t put anything into his

continued from page 1 — Smart Handling of intra-Family Loans

loan. Your daughter’s $1,100 in net
investment income would be lower
than $5,000, so that year’s imputed
interest would be $1,100.

Keep in mind that the $10,000 and

$100,000 exceptions apply only to .

'mcome tax. Such interest-free loans or
below-market loans still will have gift
tax consequences.

Charge at least the AFR

In order to avoid income and gift tax
problems, for all types of intra-family
loans the best tax strategy is to charge
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a rate that’s at least as high as the AFR.
All parties should sign a written agree-
ment spelling out the terms of the
loan, and then follow its terms. If there
is no formal loan agreement and the

Saurce: WwWw.irs.gov

401(k) account. The company could
contribute $1,200 (3% of compensa-
tion) to a 401(k) account for him. The
employer’s contribution would be the
same if the worker earning $40,000
made a $1,000 contribution, a $500
contribution, or no contribution at all.

Again, highly compensated employ-
ees could maximize their 401(k) contri-
butions. In addition, the company con-
tribution could be as much as $6,750
apiece—3% of $225,000—for those
earning that much or more.

Additional requirements

Companies must use one of the two
contribution methods described above
to qualify their plan as a safe-harbor
401(k). Other requirements may also
apply. '

All contributions must be 100% vest-
ed immediately. That includes employ-
ee contributions, employer matches,
and any investment earnings. Thus,
employees can take all the money in
their accounts whenever they leave the
company. In addition, eligible employ-
ees must receive a written notice each
year. These notices, circulated at least 30
days before the start of the plan year,
must spell out employee rights and
employer obligations.

borrower pays no interest, the IRS may
re-cast the transaction as a gift rather
than a loan. Then the entire amount
could be treated as a gift, triggering a
gift tax.

August 2007 AFRs, Interest Compoundad Annuaily
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What You Need to Know About Disakility Insurance

According to AMA Insurance Agency (a
subsidiary of the American Medical
Association), during your working
years you're up to four times more like-
ly to suffer a serious disability than to
die. About 3 in 10 of today’s 20-year-
olds will become disabled before they
reach age 67.

Moreover, about two-thirds of the
disabling injuries suffered by workers
occur off the job—generally at home

and in motor vehicles. When such !

incidents occur, the injured individual
receives no workers’ compensation
benefits. . :

Defining moments ‘
These facts and figures indicate tha
disability insurance might fill a need
for you some day. Such policies may
pay benefits when you’re unable to
earn income.

When you're shopping for a policy

you should niot go by price alone. A less
expensive disability insurance policy

may not offer you as much protection

as you'd like. A key element in your
policy selection is its definition of dis-
ability. If the definition is too stringent,
you might not collect the insurance
benefits you expected.

Own-occupation. Typically, the
most expensive disability insurance
policies are those that pay benefits
whenever an illness or injury prevents
you from working at your own specific
occupation. Such policies are known as
own-occupation, or “own-occ.”

Say a surgeon has a hand injury and
becomes unable to perform operations.
An own-occ policy would pay a benefit
no matter how much this surgeon can
earn teaching or practicing another
medical specialty.

Any-occupation. Other policies will
pay benefits when: a disability prevents
you from working at any occupation
considered suitable based on your edu-
cation and work experience. These are
any-occupation policies, known as “any-
occ.” An injured surgeon who can teach
at a medical school would not receive a
benefit from an “any-occ” policy.

Some disability insurance policies
will pay benefits on an own-occ basis
for a few years and then switch to any-
occ coverage. So you might think
you'll collect lifetimme benefits, or at
least benefits until retirement age, only
to discover, for instance, that your ben-
efits cease after two years if you are able
to do any type of suitable work.
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When to Start Social Security Benefits

For some people, Social Security is a
major source of retirement income; for
others, Social Security benefits are
merely a supplement to other sources
of cash flow. Regardless of your circum-
stances, deciding when to start receiv-
ing benefits can be tremendously
important to you and perhaps to your
spouse as well.

Setting the baseline
When you're making the decision, a
key factor is your “full retirement age,”

as defined by the Social Security !

Administration. That's the age at which
you'll be entitled to your basic month-
Iy benefit.

For those bom from 1943 through
1954, full retirement age is 66. It's a bit
younger for those born earlier and a bit
older for those born later. For everyone
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Renewal rates
In addition to the policy’s definition
of disability, you need to check its
pricing terms carefully. Some disabili-
ty coverage is noncancellable (“non-
can”) while other policies are guaran-
teed renewable.

« Non-can policies offer fixed pric-
ing. Your coverage will be renewed
at the same price every year as long
as you keep paying the premiums.

e Guaranteed renewable policies
may guarantee renewability but
not price. That is, your premiums
can be increased-as-long as the
increase is imposed on an entire
class of policyholders.

Making the choice

As you can see, own-occ, non-can dis-
ability policies offer the best coverage
and the most predictable pricing.
They're also the most expensive. Any-
occ and guaranteed renewable poli-
cies will cost less. Our office can help
you compare prices and benefits of
disability insurance policies so you
can pick the coverage that’s best for
you and your loved ones.

born in 1960 or later, full retirement
will come at 67, under current law.

Starting early. Regardless of when
you were born, you can start your
retirement benefits at age 62. There are
some drawbacks though. Starting early
reduces the amount of your monthly
checks. Suppose you were born in 1945
and reach age 62 in 2007. Starting ben-
efits on your 62nd birthday would
reduce your benefit by 25%.

In addition, from 62 until you
reach full retirement age there can be
a steep penalty for collecting Social
Security benefits while you continue
to earn income. For example, in 2007, :

continued on page 4







